VOIR DIRE
Introduce myself:



Anyone who knows or has had any dealings with any of the lawyers?

Let us start with the first Row:

Please raise your hand if you know any of the following individuals?

· I like the jury system I am not a fan of the way we conduct jury selection.   

· We stand up here in a room full of strangers.

· Try to come up with questions to see if you would have a bias or prejudice that would keep you from following the law.

· There is no manual or law book containing good questions to ask potential jurors in these types of cases.

· That being said, some our questions will turn out to be a flop if we don’t get you guys to talk to us.

· There are NO RIGHT OR WRONG answers, I am sure some of these questions you would rather answer in private.   Just stay seated at the end let us know you want to tell us something up at the bench in private.

· Whoever doesn’t say anything has a good chance of making the jury!   
· I would rather have a one on one lunch with each of you and really get to know you.  But this is what we have and we can try and make the best of it.

Public Policy of this State:

· To assure that the children will have frequent and continuing contact with parents who have shown the ability to act in the best interest of the children;

· To provide a safe, stable, and nonviolent environment for the children; and

· To encourage parents to share in the rights and duties of raising their children after the parents have separated or dissolved their marriage.


Best interest of the child:


The best interest of the children shall always be the primary consideration 
of the court in determining the issues of conservatorship and possession of 
and access to the children.

· If you make the jury you will be asked whether to grant [party’s] request to modify the Agreed Final Decree of Divorce. 

· You are going to have to decide if there has been a material and substantial change since the divorce, and 

· Find that it is in the best interest of the children to lift the geographical restriction restricting the residence of the children to Lubbock County, 
Texas.

· Anyone not feel comfortable making that decision for religious reason or otherwise?

· One thing I would like to point out is that the geographical restriction does not apply to the parents only the children.

· So what questions should I ask you guys to see if you have a bias or prejudice that would keep you from being fair and impartial on this case?

· Everyone has preconceived ideas or notions about issues. That is ok. We just want to make sure those ideas, notions, and bias won’t keep you from being fair and impartial.
· Who here has a bias toward [party]?

· Favor Mom

· Favor Dad

· Favor the children

· Anyone currently going through a custody battle?  

· Have a close relative or friend going through a custody battle?

· Child Support issues?

· Anything about this affect your ability to be fair and impartial?

· Remember, if you want to talk about this in private we can accommodate you at the end, just let us know, raise your hand.
· Ask all the Divorce/Separated parents: 

· Ask them what kind of custodial relationship they have with the other parent

· Who has the kids?   Where do the kids live?

· Do they see their children on a regular basis?
· Children have been under a geographical restriction?
· Anyone have children under 18 who live in another town?  
· Who moved?

· Ask if anyone has custody of the children and there is a geographical restriction in place?
· Know someone who is restricted by a geographical restriction?

· Upset with that arrangement?

· Anything about this affect your ability to be fair and impartial?

Jurors with divorced/separated parents:    


Did one of your parents live in another town?


What would you have preferred?


Anything about this affect your ability to be fair and impartial?

Married people:


Ask someone who is married and has children under 18 to contemplate 
being divorced and the children relocating.


Would you agree to allow your spouse to move with the children?


Do you think it would be in the best interest of the children to have both 
parents live within close proximity of each other?

· Want to hear from children?
· What information would you want to hear in deciding whether to lift a geographical restriction on the child’s residence?  

· Anyone here hate living in Lubbock?     
· Anyone here travel to Amarillo on a regular basis?

· Anyone here lived here all your life and always wanted to move?

· Anyone planning on moving in the near future?   Why?

· Move around a lot growing up?

· Recently moved to Lubbock?   Why?
· Who here has to travel frequently for work?

· Commute to another town?   

· Ever have to make a long commute?

· Anyone here have a spouse or in a dating relationship with someone in another town?
Unhappy with the current situation?

· Why?

YOUR LAST CHANCE TO ASK ME A QUESTION.
THANK YOU.
SIX STRIKES - 
